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Fig. 1. The change in pecking time of transmitters for captive Whooper Swans. Dots show mean
pecking time, bars show SD (N = 5).
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Fig. 2. The change of pecking time of transmitters for wild Whooper Swans. Dots show mean pecking
time, bars show SD and numbers show N. Numbers on the upper-right side indicate the ID numbers
of transmitters.
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Effect of transmitters on the behavior of wild and captive Whooper Swans
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We studied the effect of transmitters on the behavior of eight wild and two captive Whooper
Swans Cygnus cygnus, based on their pecking time of the transmitters. The transmitters, 60 x 40
x 30 mm in size, was attached to the back of swans with teflon treated ribbon. The transmitter
with its harness weighed about 85g, which is less than 1% of the body weight of an adult swan.
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The swans pecked their transmitters more than 100 seconds per 15 minutes on the first day of
attachment. The pecking time decreased rapidly to only 3.2 to 22.8 seconds / 15 minutes in two
days.

We concluded that the transmitters did not have any significant effect on the swans’
behavior.
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