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Fig. 1. Map of Amami Island and recorded sites of Amami Thrush.
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Table 1. Numbers of singing birds recorded in route censuses at Kinsakubaru and Kamiya.
Numbers in parentheses indicate census course length in km.

U ERN 19904 19944 19954 19964
- Stk 6 (9) 16 (12) 9(4) 7(8)
B 18 (11 21 (12) 70) 11 (10)

1990-19951%. 51995 A & ik
data for 1990-1995 were referred to Ishida et. al (1995).

2 N— b Y 2B IOMERBIERFICLBA4 L 7Y 30X 240 HEREK.
Table 2. Numbers of singing birds recorded in the route censuses and at singing points from other
observations, mid March to early April.

BHEENF 1990%F 19944 19954F 19964F
L—bEyH2R 24 40 18 18
7 Dfthod BlEE 1 14 14 11
A i 25 54 32 29

[ZDMOBER] 13, 19905 L 1996 IS ITRHBREDATH 245, 19945 & 19951 IS AR E (T - 7,
19944, 1995%F12< 5T, 1996FDBIRMAII A A D DAL, BEEL LA B (1990-199512. HH
(2421995 % & Hiky)

In 1994 and 1995, point censuses were done. The observation points were far fewer in 1996 than in 1994 or
1995, and the total number of singing birds is underestimated in 1996.
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A population estimate of the endangered Amami Thrush
made by counting singing birds.

Amami Ornithologists' Club
Furuta-machi 8-10, Naze, Kagoshima 894, JAPAN
*reference address: Ken Ishida, University Forest, University of Tokyo, Yayoi, Bunkyo-Ku, Tokyo 113

The Amami Thrush is believed to be a distinct species which is endangered, and is endemic
to the single small island of Amami in southern Japan. It inhabits mature evergreen forest. The
population is quite small and fragmented. We estimated the population size by counting the
singing birds in spring 1996. The number recorded this year was 29, and the whole breeding
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population maybe a little larger than 58 birds (= 29 x 2). The population in the main habitat is
thought to have decreased in recent years, probably owing to clear cutting of naural forest
good for the species.

The species is "endangered" and probably "critically endangered" according to the [IUCN's
new categories.
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