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Fig. 1. Study site, Oonohara-jima Koyasune Islet, Oonohara-jima.
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Fig. 3. Map of observation route and major observation site at Oonohara-jima, Ako and Nippana, April-
May, 1995.
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Table 1. Results of Japanese Murrelet surveys, 1995, observed at sea.

Date Time Wether Wind force  Heightof Water temp.  Individual No.of locations (minute)  Total No.
wave(m) (C) Oonohara Ako Nippana

17-Apr =~ 09:00-13:13  Cloudy 3 2 19.1 5 7 27 39
(20) (105) (65)

27-Apr  13:05-17:24 Fair 2 1.5 19.9 55 0 3 58
(30 (125) (40)

1-May  08:10-12:00 Cloudy 3 2 8 7 15
(25) (30)

11-May  08:42-12:30 Fair 4 3 20.8 205 0 205
(50) (175)

25-May  13:15-16:20 [Fair 3 25 9 0 0 9

(35) (85) (45)
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Fig. 4. Group size of Japanese Murrelets compiled from five surveys at sea.
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Fig. 6. Locations of 27 dead Japanese Murrelets found at Koyasune Islet, May, 1995.
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Status of Japanese Murrelets Synthliboramphus wumizusume at Oonohara-jima,
Miyake-jima, Central Japan

Yutaka Kobayashi*, Yutaka Yamamoto & Jack T. Moyer
Miyakejima Nature Center Akakokko Station, Wild Bird Society of Japan, 4188 Tsubota, Miyake-mura,
Miyake-jima, Tokyo 100-12

1. From April to May, 1995, we censused from fishing boats the population of Japanese Murrelets
Synthliboramphus wumizusume which breeds at Oonohara-jima, Miyake-jima, central Japan.

2. During the five surveys, the birds were mainly observed in the region of Oonohara-jima. We
counted 205 birds, including a maximum of two chicks on 11 May, and a minimum of nine
birds were observed on 25 May.

3. We investigated the breeding site of Japanese Murrelets on 1 May 1995 at Koyasu-ne of
Oonohara+ima. Three nests were discovered. Each nest contained a single egg, but two of the
eggs were punctured and destroyed, and 27 dead adults were found in the breeding site.

4. The breasts and abdomens of the dead adults were eaten by predators. The predators were
not identified, but we observed Jungle Crows Corvus macrorhynchos and Peregrine Falcons
Falco peregrinus in the breeding site. It is probable that these predators preyed upon the
Japanese Murrelets.

Key words: Japanese Murrelet, Miyake-jima, status
*Present address: Sanctuary Center, Wild Bird Society of Japan. 15-8 Nanpeidai, Shibuya-ku,
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