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Fig. 1. Seasonal change of habitat preference of Red-crowned Cranes (study site A). Solid bar shows the
environmental factors within a radius of one kilometer of the crane nest and dotted bar is the actual
use by the cranes.
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Fig. 2. Seasonal change of habitat preference of Red-crowned Cranes (study site B). The shade pattern
is as the same as Fig. 1.
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IYig. 3. Seasonal change of habitat preference of Red-crowned Cranes (study site C). The shade pattern
is as the same as Iig. 1.
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Fig. 4. Seasonal change of habitat preference of Red-crowned Cranes (study site D). The shade pattern
is as the same as Fig. 1.
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Fig. 5. Ivlev's selective coefficient of six environmental factors around the nest sites.
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Habitat structure of Red-crowned Cranes in eastern Hokkaido

Miho Morita*
Research Center, Wild Bird Society of Japan. 15-8 Nanpeidai, Shibuya, Tokyo 150

I studied the habitat structure of four home ranges established by pairs of Red-crowned
Cranes Grus japonensis during the breeding period, from late April to early August of 1993, in
eastern Hokkaido. Occurence rate of six environmental factors within a radius of one kilometer
of the crane nests were compared with the actual use by the cranes.

The cranes used wetlands, swamps and rivers more frequently than expected from the
proportion of each environmental factor. The Ivlev's selective coefficient (Ivlev 1955) about
rivers and swamps showed positive. On the other hand, the coefficient about artifacts and
forests were negative. The difficulty of observation of cranes in closed forest made the coefficient
in forests negative. The home range expanded gradually with the growth of chicks. The ranges
of a pair which were unsuccessful in breeding were larger than those of pairs with chicks.

Key words: breeding period, habitat, moving range, Red-crowned Crane
*Present address: Yamatohaitsu A203, 1947 Mitsudan, Yatuyamada, Fukuyama, Koriyama,
Fukushima 963



