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Fig. 1. Occupied area of vegetation and observed time of Lidth's Jays in each vegetation type.
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Fig. 2. Occupied area and observed time of White-backed Woodpeckers, and Japanese Wood Pigeons in
each vegetation type.
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Habitat preferences of Lidth's Jays, White-backed Woodpeckers, and Japanese Wood
Pigeons in Amami Island, southern Japan

Mutsuyuki Ueta! & Yasuhiro Yamaguchi®
1. Research Center, Wild Bird Society of Japan. 15-8 Nanpeidai, Shibuya, Tokyo, Japan
2. Institute of Biological Sciences, University of Tsukuba, 1-1-1 Tennodai, Tsukuba, Japan

The habitat preference of the Lidth's Jay Garrulus lidthi, White-backed Woodpeckers
Dendrocopos leucotos owstoni, and Japanese Wood Pigeons Columba janthina were studied on
Amami Island in January 1995. We classified vegetation into four types based on dominant
plants: 1. mature evergreen forest (dominant trees of DBH larger than 30 cm), 2. Immature
evergreen forest (dominant trees of DBH smaller than 30 cm), 3. pine tree plantation, and 4.
deforested open areas. We observed the birds, and recorded the time they spent in each
vegetation category. All three species significantly preferred mature forest, which accounted for
93.0 % of 764 min. observation time of Lidth's Jay, 93.9 % of 115 min of observation of White-
backed Woodpecker and 93.9 % of 164 min. of observation of Japanese Wood Pigeon. This result
shows that the mature evergreen forest is important for the conservation of these bird species.

Key words: Amami Island, habitat preference, Japanese Wood Pigeons, Lidth's Jays, White-backed
Woodpeckers



