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Fig. 1. Weight of benthos in a 0.05m?® part of tideland (mean = S.D.) .
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Fig. 2. All amount of benthos estimated by the density of benthos multiplied whole tidal area and the
number of species of sorebirds in Tokyo Bay tidal flat. The number in parentheses is whole tidal area

(ha).
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Fig. 3. The density sum up lugworms and small clabs in a 0.45m?® part of tideland and that of shorebirds
within a half circle radius of 200 meters. The number in parentheses is whole tidal area (ha).
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Relation between benthos and shorebirds in Tokyo Bay tidal flats

Miho Morita*, Yutaka Kanai, Mutsuyuki Ueta, Masae Narusue, Masatoshi Koita &
Kiyomi Kaji
Research Center, Wild Bird Society of Japan. 15-8 Nanpeidai, Shibuya, Tokyo 150

We studied the relationship between food abundance and the density of shorebirds. We
assessed abundance of benthos in six Tokyo Bay tidal flats from mid-August to late September
1995. The density of benthos inhabiting mudflats was significantly higher than that in the
sandflats.

There was no significant correlation between the number of species of shorebirds and the
total amount of benthos as estimated from samples of its density at each tidal area. Correlation
between the densities of each of six shorebird species observed at study sites and that of
benthos was not significant.

It seems that numbers of shorebirds are related to other factors, such as resting sites at high
tide, and not solely upon benthos density.
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