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Fig. 1. Fledged Pond Heron.
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Fig. 2. Number of feeding of Chinese Pond Herons in nestling period. O : a individual of summer

plumage, m : intermediate plumage.
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Breeding record of the Chinese Pond Heron Ardeola bacchus
in Kumamoto Prefecture

Hiroshi Mitsunaga! & Kyoichiro Imamura?

1. 50-78 Shimizumachiyamamuro, Kumamoto-shi, Kumamoto 860, Japan
2. 27-22 Suizenjikoen, Kumamoto-shi, Kumamoto 862, Japan

A pair of Chinese Pond Heron Ardeola bacchus succeeded in breeding in Suizenji-park,
Kumamoto city in 1995. It is the second breeding record of this species in Kumamoto
Prefecture. Their nest was on a branch of a Hackberry Celtis sinensis, 16 m from the ground,
among a colony of Green-backed Herons Butorides striatus. Four nestlings were fledged by
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one adult with plumage intermediate between breeding and nonbreeding and one with full
breeding plumage. The incubation period was 25 or 26 days, and the period from hatching to
fledging was 26 or 27 days.

Key words: Ardeola bacchus, breeding record, Kumamoto Prefecture
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