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Fig. 1. Fluctuation in number of Japanese Murrelets observed from a ferry in Izu Islands, central
Japan. x represents one survey.
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Decrease of Japanese Murrelets in lzu Islands, central Japan

Hideo Mochizuki! & Mutsuyuki Ueta?
1. Sasikiji, Oshimamachi, Tokyo 100-02, Japan
2. Research Center, Wild Bird Society of Japan. 15-8 Nanpeidai, Shibuya, Tokyo 150, Japan

We censused Japanese Murrelets Synthliboramphus wumizusume in the Izu Islands (34°N,
139°E), central Japan, from a regularly scheduled ferry, from late March to early June, 1982 -
1995. Between Oshima and Toshima, the murrelets were observed on 46.7 % (N = 15) of
censuses in 1983-1989, but only 6.9 % (N = 29) in 1990-1995. Between Toshima and Niijima,
the murrelets were observed on 50.0 % (N = 16) of censuses in 1983-1989, but only 18.5 %
(N =27) in 1990-1995. This is a significant decrease in both areas. Since the population of
Japanese Murrelets is small, it is necessary to determine the cause of population decrease in
this area for the conservation of this species.
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