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Fig. 1. Relation between the time Aix galericulata returned to the lake, and the time of sunset. Solid
line represents sunset in Hiroshima City.
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Relation between the evening arrival time of Mandarin Duck Aix galericulata at the
lake and the time of sunset at Ono Wildlife Sanctuary in southwestern Hiroshima

Yutaka Yamamoto

Wild Bird Society of Japan. Miyake Nature Center, Akakokko Station. Tsubota 4188,
Miyake-mura, Miyake-jima, Tokyo 100-12

The time of day that Mandarin Ducks Aix galericulata returned to the lake after diurnal
activities was studied from November 1991 to March 1992 and from November 1992 to
March 1993, in southwestern Hiroshima Prefecture. The return of Mandarin Ducks generally
coincided with sunset. Mandarin Ducks began to return to the lake at 22.2 + 5.7 minutes (N =
28) after sunset from November to February, but in March 1993, they returned before sunset.
The reason why the Mandarin Ducks came back to the lake earlier is not clear, but probably
due to the bad weather. The weather was unfavorable in March 1993 and it became dark
earlier, when Mandarin Ducks returned earlier.
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