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Fig. 1. Distributions of three species of Wagtails in Ono Basin (1994).
o : Motacilla grandis, O : M. alba lugens, o : M. cinereall
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Table 1. Ages and numbers (%) of three species of Wagtails observed in Ono Basin (1994).

O oo oo* QOoooo oo O
Species Adult Juvenile  Fledgling Unknown Total
0000000 Motacillagrandis 91 (57.2) 39(245) 26 (16.4) 3(1.9) 159
ooooog M. alba lugens 26 (63.4) 5(12.2) 8(19.5) 2(4.9 41
ooooo M. cinerea 74 (55.6) 30 (22.6) 6 (4.5) 23 (17.3) 133

*0] 00000000, independent juvenile
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Fig. 2. A breeding individual of Motacilla alba lugens observed on 18 June, 1994 in Ono Basin.
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Table 2. Breeding stage of three species of Wagtails observed from 13 June to 12 July in Ono Basin.

O oo oo oo 0000o0o00o ooooooooo gooooo
Species Nest-building Copulation Incubation Feeding (Nestling) Feeding (Fledgling) Feeding (Unknown)
ooooooo 0 0 0 1 7 2
Motacilla grandis
oooooo 1 0 1 7 4 0
M. alba lugens
ooooo 2 1 0 3 2 1

M. cinerea

00.0000000000000000O00OD0D0ODO0ODO
Table 3. Site and height of nests of White Wagtails in Ono Basin.

oo* 0Ooog oooo ooooooo
No. Date Nest site Height of nest site (m)
1 13,June OOOOOOOOODO 45

2 13,June OOOOODOO 2.9

3 13,June OO0OOODOO 2.6

4 14,June OOOOOOO 33

5 23,June O0OOOOOOOO 45

6 23,June O0OOOOO0OOOOO 10

7 23,June 0OOOO —

8 13,June OOOOOOOOO 4.7

*Woooocooood
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Summer distribution of Motacilla spp. and breeding of M. alba lugens
in the Ono Basin, Fukui

Yoshito Ohsako

Fukui Nature Conservation Center. Minamirokuroshi 169-11-2, Ono-shi, Fukui 912-01

Distribution and breeding status of Motacilla spp. were studied in Ono Basin, Fukui in
June-July, 1994. A total of 333 birds of three species were recorded: 159 Japanese Wagtails M.
grandis (47.7 %), 41 Pied Wagtails M. alba (12.3 %) and 133 Grey Wagtails M. cinerea (39.9%).
All of the Pied Wagtails were their subspecies, M. alba lugens, judging from their plumage
patterns. The points where the three species were recorded concentrated in and around small
residential area surrounded by paddy fields. All of the three species were confirmed to
breed in the study area. Thirteen cases of breeding behavior and 8 active nests were observed
in M. a. lugens. The nests were built on new structures such as factories and warehouses, and
average nest height was 4.6 + 2.5 (SD) m. This suggests that the subspecies has quite recently
immigrated to breed in the Ono Basin. The low Japanese Wagtail population density, due to
competitive species and heavy snow, and the difference between breeding seasons seem to
enable M. a. lugens to breed with M. grandis in the same area.
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