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Fig. 1. Changes in woodland areas around Tomatsuriyama in Utsunomiya, before 1973 (a) and
after 1989 (b).
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Changes in breeding avifauna during the past 25 years at Tomatsuriyama in
Utsunomiya City, central Japan

Toshiaki Hirano
¢/o T. Tomuro, 2-3-15 Yoshino, Utsunomiya, Tochigi 320.

| studied the changes in breeding avifauna for 25 years from 1971 to 1995, at
Tomatsuriyama in Utsunomiya City, central Honshu. Data were obtained from published
and unpublished observation records and personal census results. Tomatsuriyama is an
isolated lowland forest adjacent to the center of the city. Although there were no changes in
the occurrence of most resident birds, summer visitors such as Black Paradise Flycatchers
Terpsiphone atrocaudata and Ashy Minivets Pericrocotus divaricatus disappeared after 1978. A
few species including Japanese Pygmy Woodpeckers Dendrocopos kizuki were newly recorded
since the 1980s. The causes of the disappearance of the summer visitors are suspected to be
one or more of the following: the fragmentation of the study area by deforestation, habitat
deterioration by pine tree disease, and the destruction of winter habitat in South-east Asia.

Key words: breeding birds, fluctuation of number, Tochigi Prefecture





