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On the appearance of the bill pattern of the sub-species hybrid
between Whistling and Bewick’s Swans

Yoshie Murase
2-2-7 Tokiwadai, Kitakami-shi, Iwate 024

A “mated” pair of female Bewick’s Swan Cygnus columbianus bewickii and male
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Whistling Swan C.c. columbianus have migrated with their juveniles to Kitakami-city,
Iwate Prefecture, every year since 1987. They visited this place with 24 first generation
hybrids for seven years. One of these hybrids mated with a female Whistling Swan and
visited with 3 second generation hybrids. One of these hybrids had a bill pattern similar to

that of his mother, a female Whistling Swan.

Key words: bill pattern, Cygnus columbianus bewickii, C.c. columbianus, subspecies

hybrid, swans



