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Fig. 1. Breeding chronology of female A. Lines indicate the mating period of each male,
thick lines indicate the breeding periods. A, B and C indicate each male. (* was an
unidentified male which have possibilities of being B or C.)
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Notes on pair-formation of the Varied Tit Parus varius

Kaoru Fujita
Yokohama Nature Sanctuary. Wild Bird Society of Japan. 1562~ 1 Kamigou-cho, Sakacku,

Yokohama-shi, Kanagawa 247

Mating behavior of a female Varied Tit Parus varius was observed in Yokohama, central
Honshu, from 1991 to 1993. A female (Female A) born in 1991 mated in the first autumn
with a male of the same age (Male A). Female A mated with two different males in 1992.
The change of mate occurred after the death of Male A and breeding failure with Male B.
This study suggests that the mating of Varied Tits starts in the first autumn and that the
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individual that lost its mate promptly finds a new mate regardless of the breeding season.

The mate is probably chosen among individuals in the same home range.
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