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Fig. 1. Distribution of Latham’s Snipes Gallinago hardwickii in the Tokachi and
Kushiro districts in 1978 - 1994 by 5-km quadrats. @ =occurrence, O=no sightings.
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Table 1. Numbers of quadrats (%) in which Latham’s Snipes were recorded in different
habitats and altitudes in the Tokachi and Kushiro districts in 1978 - 1994.

RAXE B3 Altitude (m). at
No. of quadrat 0-100 101-200 201-300 301-400 401-500 501-600 601-  Total
surveyed

AR 56 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Mature forest
Sk - RERIF 11 - 1(33) 3(60) 1(50) 1(100) - - 6(55)
Young stand or
clear-cut area
BRbE - Nt 25 4(80) 5(63) 5(83)  3(75) 1(50) 0 - 18(72)
Agricultural land
with wood
st 85 28(80) 23(74) 15(94)  2(100)  1(100) - - 69(81)
Agricultural land
#NL 12 8(100)  4(100) - - - - - 12(100)
Riverine area
M 3 0 0 - - - - - 0

Residential area

(55%) TAAYvEpRBaht. Lolr+ovFhfgshiir-KETSH, @
CXEONDEFRPROBLSICHES W TLWAEAIR, AHGRTERTIELTVWED
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7= (Kruskal-Wallis D8 &, H=26.867, P<0.01).
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Distribution and abundance of the Latham’s Snipe in south-eastern Hokkaido

Yuzo Fujimaki
Laboratory of Wildlife Ecology, Department of Agro-Environmental Science, Obihiro
University of Agriculture and Veterinary Medicine, Inada, Obihiro 080

Latham’s Snipes Gallinago hardwickii were counted along 2-km line transects in 192 5
X 5 km quadrats in the Tokachi and Kushiro districts, Hokkaido, from late April to late
June, 1978 - 1994. Based on the line transect census data and the records previously
obtained, Latham’s Snipes occurred mainly in riverine and agricultural areas below 500m
above sea level. Of 192 quadrats censused, Latham’s Snipes were recorded in all the riverine
quadrats, 81% of agricultural lands, 72% of agricultural land with isolated woods, 55% of
young plantations and forest clearings, but not in mature forests and residential areas.
The number of birds (mean = SD) counted per 2-km transect were 4.8 * 2.9 in riverine
habitats, 1.8 1.4 in agricultural land, 1.2 1.0 in agricultural land with isolated woods,
and 0.6 * 0.5 in young plantation and forest clearings. These results indicate that riverine
and adjacent areas are primary habitats for Latham's Snipes.

Since Latham’s Snipes are fairly commonly found in agricultural lands, there is a

prospect that their secondary breeding habitat will remain in large areas in Hokkaido.
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