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Fig. 1. Fukatani oohashi Bridge.

Arrow 1 indicates the nest hole used by Mandarin Ducks.

Arrow 2 indicates the nest hole used by Broad-hilled Rollers.
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Fig. 2. A female Mandarin Duck entering a nest hole, and a male waiting nearby.
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An observation of Mandarin Ducks nesting in holes of iron bridge piers
Michio Kawamoto !, Chiaki Sawada 2, Hisato Sumi 3

We observed that Mandarin Ducks Aix galericulata were nesting in the holes of iron
bridge piers of the Fukatani-oohashi, located on the boundary between Yamaguchi Pref.
and Shimane Pref. It is the first record of this species nesting in holes of an artificial
structure, apart from those of rockwork around rivers and ponds. We found that Mandarin
Ducks used four holes of the piers as nesting places, though it was in only one hole that we
observed fledglings in July, 1993.
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