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Fig. 1. A nest box for the Hoopoe. (in mm.)
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X2. eroftt (r7) £<{hAThEL B
Fig. 2. Parent bird returning to the nest box, with food in its bill, during the nestling
period.

3. HEoNHEiKs.
Fig. 3. Inside the nest box.
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Breeding record of Hoopoe in nestbox
Tomohiko lida !

To study the ecology of Hoopoes Upupa epops, | set nest boxes in western Hiroshima.
The nest boxes were set at study sites A and B, which are 30km apart. Only one box was at
each site, and both were used for breeding.

The Hoopoe is thought to be a species which does not use nest boxes. In this study all nest
boxes placed were used for breeding, possibly because the nest box was wide, had a large
floor, and was much bigger than the Hoopoe.

The Hoopoe's nestling period is longer than many other species, and the Hoopoe itself is
an ambulatory species, so even fledged birds will often walk around. Due to this, a large
nest box may enhance its usefullness for Hoopoes.
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