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Fig. 1. The kind and number of bridges used by House Martins in western Hyogo
Prefecture.
RC: Reinforced concrete bridge, RC (H Type) : Reinforced concrete bridge with H
Type beam, Concrete & Iron: Reinforced concrete bridge with iron side spaens, Others:
Wooden or iron bridge.
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Bridge nest-sites of the House Martin Delichon urbica

in western Hyogo Prefecture, Japan
Masafumi Takeshita !

1. I'studied nest site characteristics for the House Martin Delichon urbica in western Hyogo
Prefecture, Japan. I censused 477 bridges, and found 5241 nests at 96 bridges.
2. Most Martin nests were built on concrete bridges with side spans and beams. A few were
on iron bridges. Ninety-seven percent of all used bridges were made of concrete.
3. The Martins built few nests on the support columns of the bridges because of the risk of
predation by snakes.
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