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Fig. 1. No. of groups observed in each illuminance category.
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Fig. 2. No. of individuals observed in each illuminance category.
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Table 1. The number of group flights and single flights to each roost.

Roost site No. of No. of Individuals per

(direction) flights (%) individuals (%) group (£S.D.)
Myoutoku Mt. (S) 300 77.3 946 62.0 3.2 (£ 4.7
Sugadgira Mt. (E) 59 15.2 513 34.2 8.8 (+20.0)
Myoukaku Mt. (N) 15 3.9 21 1.4 1.3 (+ 0.6)
lizuna Mt. (W) 1 0.2 2 0.1 2.0 (= 0.0)
Orchard 10 2.6 14 0.9 1.5 (= 0.7
Unknown 3 0.8 6 0.4 2.0 (£ 1.7
Total 388 100.0 1502 100.0 3.9 (+ 9.00
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Factors affecting roosting behavior of Dusky Thrushes Turdus naumanni

Kojiroh Hirano!

I studied the roosting flight of Dusky Thrushes to show the environmental factors which
urge their roosting behavior in the rural district of Suzaka, Nagano Prefecture from 12
January to 30 April 1992.

1. I observed a total of 1,502 birds fly to their roosting grounds 388 times. 46% of the flights
were single flights and 54% were group flights, containing is 12% and 88% of the observed
individuals, respectively.

2. Dusky Thrushes started to fly to the roosting grounds after they flew up onto a tree from
the ground, emitted a roosting call of three notes and then staged there for 5~30 minutes
before flying away.

3. Most groups and individuals started to fly to the roosting grounds when the ambient
light illuminance was under 10,0001x. and during —2,000~0Ix. /10 min. rate of de-
creasing illuminance.

4. Groups usually flew to roosting grounds 50~60 minutes before sunset, and individuals
10~20 minutes before sunset.
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