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Fig. 1. Comparison between (a) number of fledged nests of Great Tits Parus major and
(b) the percent of Great Tits (M) and Tree Sparrows Passer montanus ((]) in diet of
Japanese Lesser Sparrowhawks Accipiter gularis during each period.
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Seasonal change of prey items of Japanese Lesser Sparrowhawks

Accipiter gularis during the breeding period
Mutsuyuki Ueta !

Japanese Lesser Sparrowhawks Accipiter gularis preyed on significantly more Tree
Sparrows Passer montanus than Great Tits Parus major during the breeding period.
However, the hawks changed prey items from Tree Sparrows to Great Tits in mid-May.
There was no significant difference in predation rates between Tree Sparrows and Great
Tits in mid-May whereas, Tree Sparrows were more heavily predated before and after that
period. The increased predation of Great Tits in mid-May corresponds with their fledging

period. Since fledglings do not have a skillful flight technique, they are easily predated.
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