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Table 1. Frequency of visits from each individual.

HEH s HEHE: &% Individual name

Date  Observation Observation A B C
time method

May 18  lhr 20min Still camera 3 17 7

May 19 10min Video camera 1 5 3

May 20  4hr Video camera 0 19 9

May 21  4hr Video camera 0 13 6
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Fig. 1. Three patterns of white wing patches of Japanese pygmy woodpeckers at the
observed nest.
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An observation of the Japanese Pygmy Woodpecker

Dendrocopos kizuki and their helper
Nobuo Yamagami !

From 20 April to 21 May 1992, I observed a family of Japanese Pygmy Woodpeckers
using photographs and video tape recordings. The nest was located in a bank of pear field
in Takamori-cho, Nagano prefecture.

When [ was observing them during their incubation period, I noticed tﬂat there were extra
numbers of parents. By the classification of white patch patterns of feathers, I found that
there were three adults, A, B and C. Individual B fed chicks most frequently, and individual
C fed chicks many times. Individual A fed chicks a few times.

I suppose that individual B and C were parents of the nest and individual A was a helper
of that pair.
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