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Fig. 1. Breeding distribution of Little Terns in each prefecture of Japan in 1991.
Prefecture having colony in 1991,
B Prefecture having colony before, but not now.
(1 Unknown.
Prefecture without colony.
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500~
S>1000
O3 Unknown

Fig. 2. Percentage of the five categories of colony size. N=57.

M Over 10 years ago
5~6 years ago

/
] 2~4 years ago
/ 1 year to present
///, O Unknown

Fig. 3. Percentage for five categories of breeding colony longevity. N=57.
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Fig. 4. Number of different kinds of breeding habitat.
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The breeding status of the Little Tern Sterna albifrons in Japan
Hirosi Hayasi! and Toru Okada 2

The Little Tern Sterna albifrons sinensis breed from Aomori Prefecture to Okinawa

Prefecture in Japan and migrates to Australia in winter. Recently it is said that their
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numbers are decreasing.

Kitakyushu Branch of Wild Bird Society of Japan has investigated its breeding status,
because we have advanced a proposal on the construction of a bird sanctuary at Hibikinada
Reclaimed Land to Kitakyushu City.

In 1991, we sent out questionnaires on the breeding status of the Little Tern to 72 branches
of Wild Bird Society of Japan, and information from 123 places was obtained. The number
of breeding colonies in 1991 was 57 places in 24 prefectures. The colonies in which more
than 1000 birds bred were at Hibikinada Reclaimed Land in Fukuoka Prefecture and at
Miyazaki City in Miyazaki Prefecture.

It was predicted that 30 colonies will disappear in 6 years. It was suggested that the
breeding status of the Little Terns is unstable in Japan.

1. 5-31 Higashikawagashiramachi Yahatanishiku kitakyushu City 806
2. 2-3-14 Shitoku Kokuraminamiku Kitakyushu City 803
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