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Strix 11 : 137-141 (1992)
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Fig. 1. Frequency distribution of number of small birds per 30 minutes from point census
in suburban and mountainous areas.

Table 1. Number of small prey birds counted by census and predated by Sparrowhawks
in suburban areas, Tokvo.

No. of individuals No. predated

Suburban areas  Mountainous areas in suburban areas

Passer montanus 665 25 261
Parus major 848 231 57
Dendrocopos kizuki 152 94 1
Zosterops japonica 23 195 2
Others 274 241 9

Diet preference with Tree Sparrow

Parus major x*=14591  P<0.001
Dendrocopos kizuki 3= 48.12  P<0.001
Zosterops japonica x'= 4719 P<0.05
Others x'=69.42 P<0.001
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Comparison of the prey abundance for Japanese Lesser Sparrowhawks
Accipiter gularis in suburban and mountainous areas.

Mutsuyuki Ueta!

The breeding population of Japanese Lesser Sparrowhawks has increased in some
suburban areas of Japan. In order to show the reason for the increase, I compared the
numbers of small prey birds for the hawks in suburban and mountainous areas. The
number of small birds was significantly larger in suburban areas than in mountainous
areas. In suburban areas, the hawks preyed on significantly more Tree Sparrows Passer
montanus, which are common in urban areas, than Great Tits Parus major and Japanese
White-eyes Zosterops japonica which are common in mountainous areas. It is likely that
suburban areas are better as feeding habitats than mountainous areas.
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