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Strix 11 : 131-136 (1992)
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Table 1. The prey items of Japanese Lesser Sparrowhawks in suburban areas, Tokyo.

Species ik

1. Bambusicola thoracica avakA4

2. Streptopelia orientalis L ZAN

3. Columba livia var. domestica Ko b

4. Dendrocopos kizuki ays

5. Hypsipetes amaurotis E3aFy

6. Lanius bucephalus €X

1. Erithacus calliope J I=

8. Phylloscopus borealis AHEILVIA

9. Ficedula narcissina ¥ ¥
10. Cyanoptila cyanomelana A&
11. Aegithalos caudatus T4
12. Parus major YTavhD
13. Zosterops japonica *Jo
14. Carduelis sinica hh75e9
15. Eophona personata 14 Hhn
16. Coccothraustes coccothraustes ¥ *
17. Passer montanus A XA
18. Sturnus cineraceus L7 FY
19. Cyanopica cyana *FH
20. Pipistrellus abramus T75a0%)
21.  Mus musculus molossinus NYHFRXS
22. Rattus norvegicus F7R X3
23. Mogera spp. =755
24. Graptopsaltria nigrofuscata 7753




133

Small birds  Medium-sized birds viammals

S \ Unknown

Prey Class

Passer montanus Parus major  OQOthers

Small Birds

0 100
% in diet (%)

Fig. 1. Main prey size and species of small birds of Japanese Lesser Sparrowhawks in

suburban areas (n =433).
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Fig. 2. The increase of number of prey per day in the nestling period of Japanese Lesser
Sparrowhawks in suburban areas (n =29).
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The number of small birds predated by breeding
Japanese Lesser Sparrowhawks Accipiter gularis in suburban areas, Tokyo.

Mutsuyuki Ueta!

1. I studied prey items of Japanese Lesser Sparrowhawks Accipiter gularis in suburban
areas of Tokyo in 1987 -1992, and estimated the number of small birds predated by the
hawks during the breeding season.

2. Twenty four species were predated. They included Domestic Pigeons Columba livia var.
domestica, small mammals, and insects. About 90% of them were small birds, such as
Tree Sparrows Passer montanus and Great Tits Parus major.

3. Number of prey per day was constant, about three, until the young hatched. The number
of prey per day increased during the nestling period. The relationship between days after
hatching (X) and the number of prey per day (Y) was shown as Y =0.35X+3.23 (v =
0.84, 2 =5.95, P < 0.001, n=29) It is estimated that 174 small birds are predated during
the nestling period (23 days) and that 354 small birds were predated from establishment
of territory until fledging.

4. Some conservation issues were discussed in relation to the availability of prey for the
Japanese Lesser Sparrowhawk.
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