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Records of the Snow Goose Anser caerulescens from Hokkaido

and the first sight record from the Tokachi District
Hisashi Yanagawa! and Mitsuo Muto !

The Snow Goose Anser caerulescens is a rare winter visitor to northern Japan. The
species was first observed at Urahoro-cho, the Tokachi District from March 26 through
April 6, and at Toyokoro-cho from April 7 through 16, 1991. This bird foraged on pas-
tures and cornfields with flocks of Whooper Swans Cygnus cygnus. During the period
between 1969 and 1991 there were 14 records of Snow Geese from Hokkaido. Some of these
records probably represent the same individuals. Thus, at least 12 birds have occured in
Hokkaido since 1969.

1. Tokachi Chapter, WBSJ. Laboratory of Wildlife Resource Ecology, Obihiro
University of Agriculture and Veterinary Medicine. Inada-cho, Obihiro 080



