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Fig. 1. The location of Eboshi-jima Island.
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Fig. 2. Eboshi-jima Island, showing the breeding sites A and B.
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Rediscovery of a breeding population of the Japanese Murrelet
Synthliboramphus wumizusume on Eboshi-jima Island

in the Sea of Genkai, Kyushu

Hisashi Nagata! and Jun Onagamitsu 2

We rediscovered a breeding population of Japanese Murrelets Synthliboramphus wumi-
zusume on Eboshi-jima Island (33°40°N, 129°59’E), where Kuroda (1923) had described the
presence of a breeding population of Ancient Murrelet S. antiquus in the Sea of Genkai.
Fourteen nests were found and clutches were completed in eight of the nests. Clutch size
was two in seven nests and one in the other nest. Japanese Murrelets laid eggs and incu-
bated in the gaps of an artificial stone wall. The breeding density of murrelets was 0.22
pairs/m’ in the wall. Judging from the breeding density and the total area of available
walls, the estimated population size was less than sixty birds there. Eboshi-jima Island
should be registered as the breeding site of Japanese Murrelets rather than Ancient Murr-
elets.
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