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Fig. 1. Map of the study area, showing nests a and b.
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Fig. 2. The nest before lifting up.
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Fig. 3. The nest after lifting up. Notice the height of the eggs.
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Fig. 4. The nest after lifting up and its surroundings.
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Fig. 5. The nest after being sprinkled with water. It looks like an islet.
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Fig. 6. The nest being moved.
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Fig. 7. The nest being placed next to a footpath.
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Fig. 8. Young Grey-headed Lapwing after hatching, and parent bird.
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Fig. 9. Fluctuation in the number of breeding individuals (O) and total numbers (@).
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The protection of nesting Grey-headed Lapwings Microsarcops cinereus
by lifting up and moving their nest

Shin Tanaka! and Tomohiko lida 2

1. We studied a new breeding area of Grey-headed Lapwings in Hiroshima, from April
to June in 1991. We found two nests in paddies. One nest was destroyed by agricultural
activity and the other was in danger of destruction, so we lifted up the nest. Lifting up
did not affect incubation. Next we moved the nest onto a footpath between two paddies.
The nest escaped destruction and two young hatched.

2. We recommend putting off lifting up as late as you can. It appears important not to
change the microlandscape around the nest, and to make eggs visible by parents. Mov-
ing will be easy if you put the nest on a small board.

3. The nearer the nest was to the footpath, the more slowly the lapwing came back to it
while we were moving the nest. And when we put the nest next to the footpath, the lap-
wings took a long time to confirm the nest as their own. Lapwings appeared to mea-
sure an interval between their nest and footpath, and the presence of the water between
nest and footpath seemed to be important for lapwings to confirm the existence of their
nest. So we recommend that the nest be moved gradually. You should move the nest
towards the footpath by gradual degrees, and observe the response of the lapwings when
you place their nest next to the footpath.
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