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Fig. 1. Map showing nesting sites (@) and locations of sightings (O) of the Barn
Swallow Hirundo rustica from 1972 to 1989 inclusive in the Tokachi district. Small
circles indicate one site, which has one or a few records, and a large one at Taiki

with more than 20 sites (see Fig. 2).
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Table 1. Number of nests of the Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica found in the Tokachi dis-

trict, Hokkaido.

1972 1977 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989

1 2 4 1 2 8 4 4 6 4 5 5
v o & O @» & W @Ww & W @ o
[ 1 01 20 M« Bl B M [ B (5]

( ) : Number of nests found in Taiki.

( } : Number of nests in which young hatched.
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Fig. 2. Map showing nesting sites (@) and sightings (O) of the Barn Swallow Hirundo
rustica from 1972 to 1989 inclusive at Taiki (see Table 1.)



209

Table 2. Hatching date of the first brood in the Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica in Taiki
(1972-1989 inclusive).
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Status of the Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica in the Tokachi District, Hokkaido
Tokachi chapter, Wild Bird Society of Japan!

The breeding bioclogy and distribution of the Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica in the To-
kachi district, eastern Hokkaido, are described, based on the observations made from
1972 to 1989.

Although the Barn Swallow is not a common species in the Tokachi district, it has
bred since 1972 and bred every year from 1980 to 1989 in Taiki, a southern town of the To-
kachi district. Except for Taiki, the breeding records were obtained in three towns, Obi-
hiro, Honbetsu and Shimizu in 1980,1988-1989 and 1989 respectively. No record has been
reported from the northern part of the Tokachi district.

It was presumed that the Barn Swallow migrated to the Tokachi district in late April
every year, though the number of records was small. The birds and the nests were found
chiefly in coastal and riverside areas.

A total of 46 nests were found in the Tokachi district. Fourty-five of the 46 nests were
in coastal and riverside areas, and 43 nests were built in cow houses. In Taiki, 42 nests

were found of which 40 were built in cow houses. The remaining two nests were at the
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office building {mortared frame house) of an old railway and the house neighboring a
cow house of a dairy farm.

Of the 46 pairs, 39 laid eggs and 34 succeeded in hatching. In Taiki, of the 42 pairs, 35
laid eggs and 31 succeeded in hatching. Six of the 31 pairs had a second or a third brood.
The pair which had a third brood had 5 eggs in the second brood, but they remained un-
hatched.

Mean clutch size was 4.4, mean brood size was 3.6, hatching rate for eggsincubated was
81.8%, mean number of fledgings was 3.4 and fledging rate was 94.4% for the first brood
of 10 pairs in Taiki.

The results of our survey suggested that the Tokachi district was not a consistent breed-
ing location for the Barn Swallow.

1. c/o Obihiro University of Agriculture and Veterinary Medicine. Inada, Obihiro
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