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Fig. 3. Winter distribution of the Black-headed Gull Larus ridibundus in western Japan.
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Fig. 4. Winter distribution of the Black-tailed Gull Larus crassirostris in western Japan.
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Fig.5. Winter distribution of the Herring Gull Larus argentatus in western Japan.
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Fig. 6. Winter distribution of the Slaty-backed Gull Larus schistisagus (@) and the
Saunders’s Gull L. saundersi (O) in western Japan.
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Fig. 7. Winter distribution of the Common Gull Larus canus in western Japan.
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Table 1. Comparison of observed points of four species of gulls by inland coast and
oceanic coast.

H & YA Es vika €sohEL hES
Species  Larus ridibundus L. crassirostris L. argentatus L. canus

BERZ b it ir 2 HBLZ BEZ REERR BEaR KR A&
ML E MR i i HisE R AR bt

Observed Non-observed Observed Non-observed Observed Non-observed Observed Non-observed Total
points points points points points points points points

s
Inland 87 16 46 57 50 53 18 85 103
coast

Al
Oceanic 10 47 52 5 29 28 6 51 57
coast

&
Total '

63 98 62 79 81 24 136 160
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Winter distribution of gulls in western Japan

Shigeki Kobayashi!, Masafumi Takeshita 2, Kazuyuki Muramoto 3
and Osamu Hayashi 4

1. We made a census of wintering gulls in western Japan in February 1987 and in Febru-
ary and March 1988.

2. Six species of gulls, the Black-headed Gull Larus ridibundus, the Herring Gull L.
argentatus, the Slaty-backed Gull L. schistisagus, the Common Gull L. canus, the
Black-tailed Gull L. crassirostris, and the Saunders’s Gull L. saundersi were observed.
The total number of gulls observed was 22,765. About 93% of them were the Black-tailed
Gull and the Black-headed Gull.

3. There was a significant difference of habitat preference for the two species : the Black-
headed Gull favored inland coasts, while the Black-tailed Gull was mostly recorded on
oceanic coasts. No significant difference of habitat preference was observed for the
Common Gull and the Herring Gull.

4. Such a distribution pattern seemed due to the avoidance of interspecific competition

and / or the difference of food resources.
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