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Fig. 1. The seasonal fluctuation in the number of Red-crowned Cranes at the Tsurui-Ito
Sanctuary (Oct. 11, 1990-Mar. 26, 1991).
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Breaking up of the family of the Red-crowned Crane Grus japonensis
at the Tsurui-Ito Tancho Sanctuary in eastern Hokkaido

Miho Kamata! and Tatsuyuki Tomioka 2

1. We studied the breaking up of the family of the Red-crowned Crane at the Tsurui-Ito
Tancho Sanctuary in eastern Hokkaido from 30 November 1980 to 26 March 1991.

2. From the seasonal fluctuation in the number of individuals, the breaking up of the
family was considered to start in mid-February.

3. The duration from the start to the end of breakihg up the family differs from individu-
al to individual. The shortest was about a month, and the longest was about three
months.

4. The process of breaking up of the family was divided into two patterns. One is the
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case in which parents chase the young, and the young gradually leave the parents. The
other is that parents leave the young at the feeding area and go to the breeding site.
5. The family was broken up through the decrease of feeding and the increase of pecking.
6. The family that lost one of the parents did not break up.
1. Department of Forestry, College of Agriculture and Veterinary Medicine, Nihon
University. Shimouma 3-34-1, Setagaya-ku, Tokyo 154
2, Tsurui-lto Tancho Sanctuary. Nakasetsuriminami, Tsurui-mura, Akan-gun,
Hokkaido 085-12



