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Orii’s records about birds and animals of Utonai

Koji Ohata'

Hyojiro Orii, a famous collecter in the world at the time, lived at Lake Utonai in
Tomakomai, Hokkaido. He made censuses of birds and animals at Lake Utonai in 1959-
62. 1 found that his records made a comparison of old and recent records of birds
possible. Populations of the Common Coot Fulica atra, Mandarin Duck Aix galericulate,
and Red-necked Grebe Podiceps grisegena decreased. The cause of the decrease is un-

known, but might be due to cutting of plants near the river. His records included the
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Hoary Redpoll Acanthis hornemanni but this record is very rare.
1. Lake Utonai Sanctuary. 150 - 3 Uenae, Tomakomai, Hokkaido 059 -18, Japan



