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Fig. 1. The Dairokudaiba.
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A colony of Great Egrets Egretta alba in The Port of Tokyo

The Dairoku-daiba in the Port of Tokyo is a man-made small island. I visited the island
to study an egret colony on 29 May 1990. There were 39 adult Great Egrets Egretta alba
and 39 nests. The characteristic of this colony is the absence of the Little Egret Egretta
garzetta, a principal species of egret colonies in Japan. This suggests that the shallow

water suitable for foraging by Little Egrets is lacking from there and the neighboring

areas.
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