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Fig. 1. Map of Tsurui-mura, showing the two feeding sites.
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Fig. 2. The seasonal fluctuation in the number of Red-crowned Cranes wintering at

Tsurui-Itou Sanctuary in eastern Hokkaido.
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Wintering population of the Red-crowned Crane Grus japonensis

at the Tsurui-Itou Tancho Sanctuary in eastern Hokkaido
Tatsuyuki Tomioka® - Yoshitaka Itou®

1. The wintering population of Red-crowned Cranes was studied at the Tsurui-Itou-
Tancho Sanctuary in eastern Hokkaido from 26 October 1988 to 22 March 1989.

2. The number of cranes increased rapidly to about 100 in two weeks after the first ar-
rival. The number reached a maximum of 153 on January 4, and decreased after mid-
February.

3. The quantity of fallen corn in farms may affect the timing of the cranes arrival at the
sanctuary.

4. The cranes moved with changes in weather from the sanctuary to another feeding place.
However, families with young cranes tended to stay at the sanctuary.

5. The proportion of young cranes at the sanctuary was less than 10%. This was similar
to the proportion of young in the total wintering population of cranes.

6. Four banded cranes were observed at the sanctuary. They had been banded as young
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'in Nemuro, eastern Hokkaido.

1. Tsurui-Itou Tancho Sanctuary. Tsurui-mura, Hokkaido 085 -12



