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Fig. 1. Protected areas surrounding Lake Utonai.
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Fig. 2. Feeding grounds for geese.
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Four Ways that would help protect the avifauna of Lake Utonai
Koji Ohata'®

Listed below are four proposed measures that, if pursued, would significantly help
maintain Lake Utonai’s rich and varied birdlife.
1. Ensuring that the area around Lake Utonai Sanctuary remains environmentally
healthy.
2. Protecting various ecological niches surrounding Lake Utonai.

The areas around Lake Utonai provide feeding, breeding, and roosting places for
many different kinds of birds. Following are six examples of the many ecological areas
that would need extra protective measures in order to maintain their present bird popu-
lations: the Gray Heron colony, rice fields surrounding the sanctuary, roosting areas for
White-Tailed Eagle and Steller’s Sea Eagle, roosting areas for White Stork, the Bibi
River, and Benten Marsh.

3. Taking steps to ensure that the Bibi River and its nearby tributaries, forests, and
marshlands are not destroyed by development.
4. Taking advantage of local legislation and international aid.

Although Lake Utonai is already a designated wildlife protection sanctuary as well
as a special protected government-owned land area, the sanctuary could receive further
aid from the local Hokkaido environmental agency if certain legislation was passed.
Furthermore, additional help would be made available if the sanctuary could become
part of the worldwide, special marshland network that gives international attention to
designated marshlands.

1. Lake Utonai Sanctuary, 150 - 3 Uenae, Tomakomai, Hokkaido 059 - 13, Japan



