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Fig. 1. General view of the study area before the opening of the golf course.
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Fig. 2. General view of the study area after the opening of the golf course.
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Table1l. Breakdown of bird species by season and habitat as recorded during Ohasoh
birding.
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Table 2. Variation of occurrence ratio of each species before and after the opening of the

Golf course.
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Change in occurrence ratio of bird species, before and after the opening
of a golf course in Ohasoh District, Kumagaya City, from records

of periodic official birding
Yoshio Ebihara'

An analysis was made of the records of periodic official birding conducted by the
Saitama-ken chapter, Wild Bird Society of Japan in Ohasoh District, Kumagaya City,
with particular emphasis on the variation of habitat before and after the opening of the
golf course. An occurrence ratio for each species was calculated as the number of birding
trips on which that species was observed, divided by the total number of birding trips
taken during the 12 month period and multiplied by 100. No significant increase or
decrease was seen in the occurrence ratio of water birds in general, after the opening of
the golf course. However, a decreasing trend in occurrence ratio of forest and grassland
birds was observed, particularly in those species with higher reliance on forest and grass-
land habitats.
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