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Long-tailed Tits Aegithalos caudatus helping at the Great Tit's Parus major nest

Minoru Ikuta

I observed a pair of Long-tailed Tits assisting the nesting at a Great Tit's nest. The
Long-tailed Tits fed nestlings and directed alarm calls at the observer. They did not bring
out fecal sacs of nestlings. The male Great Tit often attacked the Long-tailed Tits,but no
aggressive encounters were observed between the female Great Tit and the Long-tailed
Tit. This is the first report on the interspecific helping behaviour of the Long-tailed Tit in
Japan.
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