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CHHECEI Ly Fe7=% - 7o 7| BS8fish, HIRS i,
A history of ornithology in the USSR

She En Sen'
(Translated by Yuzo Fujimaki?)

The first period of ornithology in the USSR was initiated by P.S. Pallas in the 1800’s.
In the second half of the 19th century M. A. Menzbir studied the avi-fauna of Russia. In
the 1930’s ornithological research became active with the establishment of institutes and
universities in large cities. At present about 1,000 ornithologists are working in the
USSR.

The main subjects in ornithology in the USSR have been avi-fauna and the biology of
birds. Much research was conducted by A.Ya. Tugarinov, L. A. Portenko, B.K. Shteg-
man, E.V. Kozlova, V.L. Bianki, A.I Ivanov and the others. One result of these works
was published as “Complete classification of birds of the USSR” (5 vols., 1934-1940).
From 1951 new series on the birds fauna of the USSR were published. In addition to these,
many works on birds were published in “Ornitologiya (Ornithology)” and “Zologicheski
Zhurnal (Zoological Magazine)”.

The first ornithological conference was held in Leningrad in 1956. In the 1960’s research
on rare birds started and in the 1970’s several kinds of “Red Data Book” were published.
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