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Fig. 1 Hibernal buds of the Cherry Prunus edoensis. 1, 4, 5 : leaf buds, 2, 3, 6, 7: flower
buds.
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Table 1. The calculation of the number of flower buds and leaf buds of cherry trees eaten
by Bullfinches.

B AEH REH AFR% x? P
Total No. of No. of  Proportion &)

buds buds of buds

eaten remained remained

No. 108 TE3F ¥ 201 149 52 74.1 137.0  0.001
No. of
flower buds

EHEH 266 53 213 19.9
No. of
leaf buds

No. 20 TEHE M 454 420 34 92.5 440.5 0.001
No. of
flower buds

BEH - 209 22 187 10.5
No. of
leaf buds

No. 308 163 436 144 292 33.0 23.0 0.001
No. of
flower buds

EEY 302 52 250 17.2
No. of
leaf buds

No. 408 B3 ¥ 247 229 18 92.7 256.9  0.001
No. of
flower buds

HEIFH 109 6 103 5.6
No. of
leaf buds

No. 508 TE3F K 299 43 256 14.3 10.1  0.01
No. of
flower buds

EHEH 142 6 136 4.2
No. of
leaf buds

No.1l~ 76 3F ¥ 1637 985 652 60.1 639.6  0.001
No. 503 No. of
flower buds

EFEHK 1028 139 889 13.5
No. of
leaf buds

2EH 2665 1124 1541 42.1
No. of
hibernal buds
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Bullfinches Pyrrhula pyrrhula selectively feed on flower buds rather than
the leaf buds of cherry trees

Atsushi Numazawa

I tested the hypothesis that Bullfinches Pyrrhula pyrrhula prefer flower buds rather

than leaf buds of cherry Prunus edoensis trees.
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The total numbers of flower buds and leaf buds on marked branches of five cherry trees
in Fukushima Prefectural Forest Park were counted on December 24, 1988 and the buds
were left for Bullfinches to eat throughout the winter. On March 22, 1989, the remaining
buds were recounted to test which ones were preferred by the Bullfinches. The Bullfinches
selectively fed on flower buds rather than leaf buds.
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