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Strix 8:133-138 (1989)
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Fig. 1. Agricultural land use pattern in the study area, as of 30 December 1988.
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Fig. 2. Six types of habitat for wintering cranes.
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Fig. 3. Behaviour of Hooded and White-naped Cranes in different kinds of habitat. The
number of individuals engaged in a type of behaviour is shown as a percentage of the
total number of observed individuals (n). Hooded Cranes were not observed in bean
fields. White-naped Cranes were not observed in bean fields, wheat fields or grass
land.
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Fig. 4. Habitat selection of Hooded and White-naped Cranes in winter. White columns
indicate values expected from the proportion of area. Shaded columns and straight
lines indicate observed means and standard deviations, respectively.
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Habitat selection of Hooded and White-naped Cranes
in the wandering area of Izumi

Yoshito Ohsako ', Yoshiharu Nagano', Satoshi Nishida' and Fumio Mizoguchi!

The behaviour and habitat selection of Hooded and White-naped Cranes, Grus monacha
and G. vipio, were studied outside the artificial feeding site at Izumi, Kagoshima Prefec-
ture, in December. Wheat has been provided to the cranes at the feeding site, but the cranes
were not observed in wheat fields because the fields were surrounded or covered by piles,
ropes and nets. Hooded Cranes preferred post-harvest paddy field covered by grass. White-

‘naped Cranes preferred newly cultivated fields. Therefore, large wandering areas includ-
ing such habitats should be conserved to make cranes stay throughout the winter.
1. Special Committee for Conservation of Cranes, Izumi Project Team.
c/o Yoshito Ohsako. 3-15-5, Nakayamate-dori, Chuo-ku, Kobe-shi 650



