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A Breeding record of Great Spotted Woodpeckers using a handmade log
Osamu Harada' - Kiyotaka Sano?

From May to July 1988, a Great Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos major was found
breeding inside a handmade log at the Lake Utonai sanctuary. The log was Quercus mon-
. golica that had become soft by bacteria. We had planned to make an artificial hole in the
log but the woodpecker managed to make it by itself. During the breeding period the
male died, so the female reared the four chicks alone.
It is very rare for the Great Spotted Woodpecker to use an artificial log for breeding. At
present, there are about three other known examples of this in Japan.
1. Lake Utonai sanctuary. 150- 3 Uenae, Tomakomai-shi, Hokkaido 059-13
2. 5-301, 4-1 Kamidaira, Fussa-shi, Tokyo 197
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