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Strix 7 : 275281 (1988)
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Fig.1. Carcass of an adult female Golden Eagle.
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Table.l. Somatometry of the eagle.

Bodylength (mm) Body
Total Wing span Wing (L/R) Tail Culmen Tarsus (L/R) Weight (g)
870 2010 630/640 350 42.5 120/117 2790
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BRI IAM EOKERMIIE L, =F 4RI Y A.c. japonica DEERERI I {ATE (3,400
[7]1~3,700g [#]: HEA 27 V%S 1988) I 6xhihiEL, 2 OETFEDOHTIO%TH - 7=
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Fig.2. Right foot of the eagle. The third talon
was lost.
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The shooting of pair of Golden Eagles in the Hakusan Range of Japan:

an appeal for protection

Yoshihide Ikeda '

A carcass of an adult female Golden Eagle Aquila chrysaetos was found on the north-
ern slope of Mt. [oh-zen on the outskirts of Kanazawa City, Ishikawa Prefecture, on Janu-
ary 13, 1985 (Fig.1). The carcass weighted 2,790g (Tab.1), about 70% of normal, and the
pectoralis was emaciated leading to the conclusion that the proximate cause of death
was starvation. Roentogenographic inspection revealed three shots : one on the right-rear
surface of skull, one in the left eyeball, and the third in the third toe of left foot. Each toe
had an abnormally massive foot-pad probably hampering the bird’s grasping ability
(Fig.2), therefore, it was assumed that the ultimale cause of death was shooting. At
about the same time that the female died, the male of the pair also vanished. Since then,
no eagles are known to have occupied the vacant territory. Although the Golden Eagle is
a protected bird species in Japan, no wildlife protection area was established in the nest-
ing range of this pair. Non-establishment of such an area may have contributed to this
shooting incident. I discussed further protection and future conservation and manage-
ment programs.

1. Department of Environmental Biology and Health Science, Division of Life Sci-
ences, Graduate Schoo!l of Natural Science and Technology, Kanazawa Universi-
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