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Fig.l. Locations of the observation points around Kamakura.
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Migration of Hawks through Kamakura (1987)
Kamakura Jisyu Tanchoukai Group'

1. From late September to the middle of October in 1987, the Gray-faced Buzzard-Eagle
(Butastur indicus) passing through the Kamakura area migrated along two routes : the
sea and the land routes. They came mostly by the sea route from the south and flew to
the west.

2. The hawks flying over the land moved, alone or in small groups of four or five individ-
uals, slowly at low altitudes along the complicated valleys called “Yato”, a characteris-
tic topography of Kamakura.

On the other hand, Gray-faced Buzzard-Eagles which flew over the sea route formed so
-calld “Takabashira” ——soaring in a group in a circle to get an ascending current—
and glided up quickly to high altitudes.

3. On the sea route, the maximum number of Gray-faced Buzzard-Eagles in one day was
more than 200.

4. The sea route seemed to stretch several kilometers wide from the south-west coast
(Odawa Bay) of Miura Peninsula, to Eboshiiwa rocks at Chigasaki via Enoshima
island; however the related positions could not be specified in detail.

5. On the sea route, some Buzzard-Eagles glided along the coast line through islands and
capes, and others migrated offshore straight from Odawa Bay to Inamuragasaki.

6. Over the Inamuragasaki area, 50-60 Buzzard-Eagles often made “Takabashira”.

7. It is possible that Buzzard-Eagles migrate over the sea along the coast, not only along
such a special channel as the Irakomisaki route, but also along the coast or over the sea.
Observations along coasls concerning its migration over the sea are needed in other
areas.
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