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THE WOOD SANDPIPER TRINGA GLAREOLA WINTERED
ON THE FIELD OF CHIGASAKI CITY

MISAO NIIKURA!

In winter of 1981/82 and 1983/84,The Wood sandpiper Tringa glareola was
observed continuously on the harvested rice field of Chigasaki City, kanagawa
prefecture. The maximum number of birds seen at one time was nine. Wintering
records of this migratory species in northern and central Japan are rare.
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RECORDS OF PECTORAL SANDPIPER
(CALIDRIS MELANOTOS)
FOR OKINAWA PREFECTURE

Douglas W.McWhirter!

The most recent check—list of Japanese birds (0.S.J. 1974) states that the
Pectoral sandpiper occurs sparingly in Japan in autumn with records from the S.
Kuriles, Hokkaido, and Honshu. None were recorded in Okinawa Prefecture.
Likewise, check—lists for the prefecture (Hachisuka and Udagawa 1953, W.B.S.O.
1978, W.B.S.Y. 1982, Ryukyu— Shinp sha 1983) contain no record of the species. The
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sole published exception is a list of
birds for Miyako (Kugai and
Yamamoto 1981); a single bird was
seen and photographed on 20 October
1981 on Miyako—jima. A check —list
in a book written by Ikehara etal.
(1984) includes the Miyako record.

Since 20 August 1980, the author
has kept records of birds seen on Okin-
awa Island, and a series of observa- field (1984.10.25 Phot. by C.Speegle)
tions of Pectoral Sandpiper are
presented here along with a photograph. In 1981, a bird was observed at Kin on 15
September by Doug McWhirter. In 1982, Kuniaki Higa found and photographed one
bird at Teruma on 10 October, and McWhirter and Masahiko Kaneshiro saw one
there on 13 and 17 October. In 1983, a bird was seen by McWhirter and Keiko
Iwamura at Teruma on 19 and 23 September, and another bird was found at Kin
from 10 to 16 October by McWhirter, Hiroshi Ikenaga, and others. In 1984 there were
many records. Masashi Kaneda saw a bird at Uchidomari on 30 September. A single
bird was discovered by McWhirter on 3 October at Teruma and Higa photographed
a bird there on 28 October. Kaneda reported and photographed one bird at Itoman
from 13 to 21 October. Another bird wad seen on 25 October at Kin by McWhirter
and Carol Speegle. Speegle also photographed the bird.(Fig.1) On 3 November Higa
photographed a solitary bird at Haebaru.

During the period of 10—16 October 1983 at Kin, a second bird, possibly a
Pectoral Sandpiper, was observed by Ikenaga and McWhirter. This bird appeared to
be a brightly —colored juvenile with yellowish legs and a finely streaked breast
terminating in a line across the lower breast; the breast, neck, and sides were
suffused with a bright buff color not typical of C. melanotos. Also, the bill seemed
short for the species and appeared mostly black, although the basal 5mm looked
flesh—calored. A hybird between C. melanofos and its closest congener, C. acuminata
is suggested. The bird looked like a composite made from the pictures of the juvenile
Pectoral and Sharp—tailed sandbipers shown in Farrand (1983). It is interesting that
a possible hybrid berween C. acuminata and C. ferruginea has been described from
Australia (Lane, Van Gessel, and Minton 1981).

Detailed notes from the first observation at Kin were sent to the Yamashina
Institute for Ornithology, the Wild Bird Society of Japan, and fhe Museum of
Zoology at the University of Michigan. The author has seen many Pectoral Sand-
pipers in the U.S.A. All of the birds on Okinawa were found in paddies near the coast.
Each bird foraged actively and did not noticeably associate with other shorebirds,
This series of records suggests that either the species was overlooked on Okinawa
by previous observers or it has recently become more common. The Sharp—tailed
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Sandpiper-occurs regularly on Okinawa in small numbers at paddies and tidal flats
during spring and autumn migration.
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