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Breeding Distribution and Nest Sites
of the Red-rumped Swallow, Hirundo daurica, in
the Kanto District and adjacent Prefectures

Akiko Nakama

The limits of the breeding distribution of the Red-rumped Swallow, Hirundo daurica, in
the Kanto district and adjacent prefectures was investigated using questionnaires. In the
south kanto district, the detailed breeding distribution of the Red-rumped Swallow and its
variations were examined by means of fieldwork, personal communications and literature
research. The nest site selection of Red-rumped Swallows, and House Swallows H. rustica,

were investigated in four breeding areas (Amatukominato, Matsuda, Kozu, and Hatano) in
1976 and 1977.

The results were as follows

1. Red-rumped Swallows were distributed in low lands, especially in coastal areas.

2. The breeding range of Red-rumped Swallows had expanded in the south kanto district
from the 1950s to 1977.

3. Red-rumped Swallows chiefly selected upper stories for nest sites They tended to nest
higher than the House Swallows in all areas.

4. The nests of Red-rumped Swallows occurred mostly on mortared and concrete
buildings and on houses. Amatskominato was the only area where it nested on wooden
and plastered houses as commonly as on mortared and concrete buildings.

212, 1-27—-17 Sugano, Ichikawa—shi, Chiba 272



