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Fig.l. Seasonal changes in the number of Turdus naumanni.
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Fig.2. Distribution of Turdus naumanni before(16.11) and after(18.II) a heavy snow-
fall.
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Abnormal Cold Wave and the Number of Wintering Turdus naumanni
Shigeru Matsuoka

Bird census work for three years in the Tsukuba area indicated that Turdus naumanni
stayed there from early November to late April. In 1983-84 the number of wintering
individuals was low, less than one half as many as in the winters of 1981-82 and 1982-83. A
cold wave hit Japan in 1983-84 and in Tsukuba the ground was unusually covered with snow
for many days. The snow restricted the foraging sites of Turdus naumanni in crop fields
and transferred them to conifer shelterbelts and the road where snow melted but little food
occurred. The decrease in the number of Turdus naumanni during the cold wave is
discussed and it is suggested that the decrease was related to the snowfall rather than low
temperature.
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