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#1 vyrokBT23BEODIRR Conditions of the Marshes Where the Japanese Crane Breeds
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Present Status of Protection of Japanese
Cranes in Hokkaido

Kunikazu Momose! and Reiko Nakamura?®

The Japanese Crane, Grus japonensis, inhabits only a limited area of eastern Hokkaido,
Japan. As a result of dedicated protection activities, including the successful artificial feeding
program in the winter, fewer cranes have become victims of starvation. Since 1952, an annual
crane count has taken place in December. The cranes have increased nearly tenfold in 30
years from 33 individuals at the first count to 300 at the last one. However, while the total
population has steadily increased in number, the proportion of young birds has stayed on the
same level or even decreased in recent years. The exact reason for this tendency is not known.
Furthermore, the wetlands vital to the crane’s survival have been shrinking. Among 24 known
nesting areas in eastern Hokkaido, there are only 3 areas where the breeding environment
has not yet been adversely influenced by development, On the other hand, due to the develo-
pment, there are 8 areas which will certainly become unsuitable as nesting sites in the near
future. The fate of the crane population is at stake. The protection of the Japanese Crane
should be intensified by preventing development of the breeding marsh and maintaining the
total wetland ecosystem,
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