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Fishermen’s Influence on Breeding Seabirds
Hisato Okamoto

In recent years sports fishermen have been rapidly increasing and they are industrioualy
fishing on the remote no-man’s islands. These islands are ecologically fragile and are
easily damaged by human presence, Man’s influence, mainly on the seabird colony, has
been investigated on some of the islands off northern kyushu.

1. It has been fourd that there is a negative correlation between the number of
invading fishermen and the number of breeding birds in the Japanese Murrelet
Synthliboramphus wumizusume and Swinhoe’s Fork-tailed Petrel Qceanodroma
monorhis populations on Koya-shima.

2. The cormorant population has been decreasing on Kabe-shima since 1973 while
the disturbance by the fishermen, who occupy the rocky shores near the cormora-
nt’s resting clifl, has gradually increased.

3. Due to the increased uumber of fishermen on Chikuzen-okino-shima, Temminck’s
Cormorant Phalacrocorax filamentosus ceased to breed in 1981,

4. On “H” island the author observed Osprey Pandion haliaetus abandoning its
nest because oj the presence of fishermen.

5. The leftover bait on Chikuzen-no-shima caused the Jungle Crows Corvus macro-
rhynchos to increase in numbef; the TreeSparrows Passer montanus were observed
first in 1979, and increased to 18 individuals two years latar.

It is feared that the phenomena exemplified above most lik,ly occur on ather remote
islands throughohout Japan. An overall survey of the situation is needed, followed by
recommendations for adequate conservation measures,

The Technical Team of the Research Division, wild Bird Society of Japan, Aoyama
Flower Building, 1—1—4 Shibuya-ku, Tokyo 150



