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Breeding Records of White and Japanese Wagtails,
Motacilla alba and M. grandis, in Japan.

Hiroyoshi Higuchi! and Kazue Nakamura?

Breeding records of White and Japanese Wagtails were gathered to investigate the
range expansion of the former species and the interaction of the two species. Kesults
were as follows:

1. The breeding of White Wagtails in inland areas was restricted to only a few
areas in Honshu and the southward.

2. There are few rivers and towns where the two species breed side by side.

3. Northern M. a. lugens began to breed in Osaka, Hiroshima, and Kitakyushu.

4. M. a. lugens and M, a. leucopsis breed side by side in the Murasaki River of
Kitakyushu and in the Otsu River of Osaka.

5. Some White Wagtails whose subspecific identification was uncertain were found
in Honshu and Kyushu.

6. There seems to be competition between the two species for nest sites. A female
White Wagtail was observed to feed the fledglings of Japanese Wagtails in Katsuta,
Ibaragi.
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