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On Communal Roost of White Wagtail Motacilla alba in
Kanagawa Prefecture

Jun Kumagai, Toshihiko Inuyama, Katsuyuki Usui, Atsushi Saito,
Tetsuchi Hamaguchi, Atsuko Mishima and Keisuke Yashiro

1. The survey of the communal roosts of White Wagtail Motacilla alba was conducted
from October 1978 to April 1983 in Kanagawa Prefecture. Distribution and the number of
individuals in each roost were mainly studied.

2 Rleven roosts were found in the study areas. All roosts were located in areas
where urbanized environment predominates. Bridge girders, factory buildings, and street
trees or thickets were used for the roosts. The total number of White Wagtails was
estimated at about 7,000.

3. Two types of roost were distinguished. One type had a large number of individuals
and was used from September to April. The other had a smaill number of individuals and
was used from September to November. The former, which we called “winter roost”, was
found at eight places, and the latter, “autumn roost”, was found at three places.

4. Seasonal variations in the numbers were investigated at the Banyu roost. The number
of birds increased from the latter part of September to the end of October and fluctuated
irregularly to the end of March (possibly caused by count error). The number decreased in
April, and most birds had gone by the end of April.

5. Individual movement of birds from one roost to another was assumed by the changes

in numbers of roosting birds and their direction of flight to the roost.




40 g B Eh Striz 2
6. When the roosting site at Banyu bridge swas constructed, a mass movement of birds
from one roosting site to another was observed. This was probably due to some unknown

event within the group.
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