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The Habitat and Distribution of Brown Hawk-Owl
(Ninox scutulata) in Shizuoka City

Shizuoka Chapter, Wild Bird Society of Japan

1. In 1978 and 1979, the Brown Hawk-Owl (Ninox scutulata)
inhabiting the wurban and suburban areas of Shizuoka City
were investigated.

2. Out of a total of 107 plots investigated, breeding was
confirmed in 12, there was a high probability of breeding in
31, and there were some indications of breeding in 52.

3. Brown Hawk-Owls were most frequently observed at
shrine sites at the foot of Mountains.

4. The size of the plots where breeding was confirmed or
highly probable averaged 0.48 hectares.

5. Forty-eight species of plants were recorded in the
plots 1investigated. There were more broad-leafed trees
than conifers in the inhabited plots.

6. The plots where breeding was confirmed or highly
probable contained an average of 20.9 trees.

7. In these plots the percentage of trees belonging
to the species which more frequently have cavities was
slightly higher than in the other areas.

8. The number of breeding plots increased relative to
the decrease in the density of population and the increase
in the occurrence of plots.

9. Most of these plots were outside the DID area of
1975. Few were in the center of the city.

c/o Hiromu Obara, 2-1 Gofuku-cho, Shizuoka-shi 420



