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Species structure of the colonies, summer roosts (left) ,
and the winter roosts (right).
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The Survey of Heronries in Chiba Prefecture
Chiba-ken Chapter, Wild Bird Society of Japan

The survey of the heron colonies and roosts was conducted
from June 1981 to March 1982 in Chiba Prefecture. The
numbers of colonies, summer roosts and winter roosts found
in Chiba Prefecture were 15, 8, and 7 respectively. More
colonies and roosts were found in the northern part of
Chiba Prefecture than in the southern part. Most of the
colonies and roosts were composed of 100-500 birds (72%),
and occupied areas of 1000-3000m2 (45%) 1in coniferous
forests (54%), on flat (35%) or easy slopes (35%). There
were few Great Egrets (Egretta alba) and Intermediate Egrets
(E. intermedia). The protection of these species is urgent.
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